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God is a God of Mission.

The world is broken. This is clearly evident by the violence and destruction we see every day in 
the media. The root cause, God tells us, is that mankind refuses to acknowledge and submit to 
His reign over creation. As Romans 5 indicates, we are at enmity with God. Jesus came to heal 
that enmity and reconcile us back to God, our Creator. 

This is the objective of Biblical mission – restoring people back to a healthy relationship with 
God. Jesus called this making disciples. The result of this reconciliation process is not just life in 
eternity. A true disciple’s life here and now is profoundly impacted in tangible ways. Jesus said,  
“I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)

Who are the faces of mission? In a real sense, it’s every one of us. We are all called to be 
witnesses to our God of reconciliation. However, some are called specifically to go to foreign 
places or local places where they are able to plant the seeds of the gospel. Due to the 
unprecedented success of the missionary movement across the world, the faces are  
now from every background and nation.

This Mission Guide is designed to provide you with information and inspiration as you consider 
these faces of mission. We encourage you to read the stories and pray for the missionaries 
supported by Cedar Springs Presbyterian, across the street and around the world.
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A prayer for mission

  irst of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high 
positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 
every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who 
desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

1 Timothy 2:1-4

Dear Heavenly Father,

We praise you that we are fearfully and wonderfully made. Thank you that you 
have a heart for all people and that you desire every tribe, tongue, and nation 
to know you as their Creator. O God, we pray that missionaries and mission 
organizations around the world will be keenly aware of your presence. We pray 
that you will go before them and clear their paths. Keep them safe and fill them 
with courage and boldness to share the love of Christ. May your Holy Spirit 
breathe life into the darkest places and open closed hearts and minds. 

Lord, build up your church! Give us all renewed passion behind the Great 
Commission, and show us the role you have created for us in making disciples 
of all nations.

In the Powerful Name of Jesus We Pray!
Amen
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Southeast Asia
The church has blossomed in this region over the last 30 years, creating incredible 
opportunities for God’s Kingdom. Cedar Springs works extensively throughout this region 
in evangelism, discipleship, church planting, and mercy ministries. Countries of significant 
focus include China, Laos, and Indonesia. A current strategic initiative is the creation of a 
mission-sending group from this region to neighboring countries and Central Asia.

The demographic statistics in this guide are attributed 
to www.joshuaproject.net, a research initiative to 
highlight the ethnic people groups of the world with 
the fewest followers of Christ. 

CHINA
Number of People Groups: 550
People Groups Unreached: 456 (82.9%)
Total Population: 1,388,195,000
Unreached Population: 187,014,000 (13.5%)
% Professing Christian: 7.8%
% Evangelical: 6.23 %
Largest Religion: Non-Religious (44.8%)
Official Language: Mandarin

China

Laos

Indonesia
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Zhu was a man who lived by his fists. The product of generations of domestic abuse, the only 
way he could communicate with his wife and children was through violence. Fear was a staple of 
Zhu’s Beijing household until a simple invitation to a Christian ministry’s summer camp marked 
the beginning of a stunning transformation. At the camp, Zhu was captured by the song, “What 
is Love.” He was carried away by the lyrics, and a new light shone in his heart. That night, Zhu 
accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior.

Back home, Zhu joined a home fellowship group and started immersing himself in the Bible. At a 
marriage seminar a few months later, Zhu’s relationship with his wife was further transformed as they 
worked through new forms of communication and were given the tools to solve problems without 
violence. Eager to share this new way of loving with their daughter, Zhu’s wife suggested he pick 
up their daughter at the subway station when she arrived home from a different camp designed 
for migrant kids like her. He listened to her suggestion, and when father and daughter’s eyes met 
in joy on the subway platform, she threw herself into the arms of her earthly father who had never 
expressed such love for her.

Today, Zhu is a home fellowship leader where he regularly meets with other families to worship and 
share life together. He is eager to share the joy of the good news so more people will have light in 
their hearts and love in their families.

Flight and fear were two of Alex’s constant companions. He was one of the thousands of refugees 
who fled persecution at the hands of the Syrian regime. He endured unspeakable horrors and 
languished in a Libyan ISIS prison cell before he was able to flee to find new life in Europe.

Soon after Alex arrived in Berlin, God led him to a group of Christians, including some from the 
Sharehaus Refugio – a home where refugees live among Christians as they adjust to their new 
life. Through his interactions with these believers, Alex accepted Christ and, soon after that, took 
communion for the first time at Kreuzbergprojekt, a young evangelical church plant.

Alex dove headlong into church life, volunteering his time and cooking many fantastic Syrian-
inspired dishes to share with others. Not content with merely feeding the body of Christ, Alex has 
started to use one-quarter of his income to feed Berlin’s homeless. An inspiration to many, Alex has 
become renowned on social media and was voted one of the most “important people of 2015” by 
the German Huffington Post.

Alex
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Global Cities
More than 50% of the world now lives in cities. It was similar in the  
Apostle Paul’s days in Asia Minor. Major cities like Ephesus and Corinth 
were crossroads through which large numbers of people passed. Paul chose 
to minister in those places, knowing that he was reaching the city and the 
surrounding regions. When people came to the city for work or business 
and heard the gospel, they took it back to their home towns. After just over 
two years ministering in Ephesus, the Bible tells us that, “...all the residents 
of Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks.”  (Acts 19:10b)

Manchester
Berlin

Paris Basel

Rome

Athens

GERMANY
Total Population: 81,010,000
% Evangelical: 2.13 %
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INDIA
Number of People Groups: 2,234
People Groups Unreached: 2,018 (90.3%)
Total Population: 1,282,822,000
Unreached Population: 1,217,812,000 (94.9%)
% Professing Christian: 2.2%
% Evangelical: Unknown
Largest Religion: Hinduism (81.3%)
Official Language: Hindi

India is the second most populous country in 
the world and also one of the most unreached. Despite a 
strong church in parts of India, there are still many people 
groups and large sectors of the population with almost 
no Christian witness. Cedar Springs works largely in the 
northern part of the country among Muslims and the 
Maithili people group. India

Born into a low-caste, mostly uneducated family, Munna’s 
escape was his car. The hazardous driving conditions in India 
presented him with an opportunity to serve as a driver for 
missionaries Jonathan and Fozia. One of the first places 
he drove them? Church. Munna had never heard of Jesus 
Christ, but his knowledge of the gospel grew as he drove 
missionaries to outreach events and met local pastors and 
church planters.

A turning point came at a time when Munna began his 
search for a wife and his father was afflicted by a strange 
illness. Munna’s thoughts turned to God during this 
turbulent time, and he began asking questions about faith 
and baptism. 

Sadly, Munna’s father passed. Grieved and frustrated by her 
husband’s death, Munna’s Mom declared she was done with 
her “worthless Hindu gods.” The family turned toward Jesus 
and their local Christian community. Soon after this, Munna 
was baptized and married a woman of faith from a nearby 
village. Since that time, Munna and his family have grown 
in their walk with the Lord and are a beautiful picture of a 
family transformed by the power of the gospel.

Munna
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Sub-Saharan Africa
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Mozambique are our three physical foci in this region. In Ethiopia, our partners 
grapple with HIV/Aids issues in practical ways, while also planting churches in some of the poorest 
communities. Since the 2015 Global Mission Conference, we partner with Nairobi Chapel in Kenya 
(where Pastor Oscar Muriu serves) and have missionaries serving in hospitals and helping train 
national leaders. In Mozambique, we are deeply involved in mercy ministries and youth discipleship 
(66% of Mozambicans are under 25 years old). 

MOZAMBIQUE
Number of People Groups: 62
People Groups Unreached: 9 (14.5%)
Total Population: 27,106,000
Unreached Population: 1,783,000 (6.6%)
% Professing Christian: 45.2%
% Evangelical: 7.8 %
Largest Religion: Christianity (45.2%)
Official Language: Portuguese

From the moment of his birth, Sergio has been haunted by 
death. His mother died while giving birth to him. Then, when 
he was nine, his aunt and nine other family members were 
killed by rebel forces in a bloody civil war. The next six years 
of his life were marked by increasing anger and despair.

At the age of 15, Sergio met Sybil Baloyi, a missionary and 
leader of local Kid’s Clubs. Intrigued by the joy and light 
he saw in her and at the Kid’s Clubs, he kept returning and 
eventually gave his life to Christ. Sergio has been a key part 
of Sybil’s ministries ever since.

Sergio is now married to a beautiful woman, Agnes, and has 
two children. He is the bookkeeper in Sybil’s ministry, pastors 
a local church, and is deeply involved in loving his local 
community. Sergio continues to be an inspiring example of  
a good shepherd who seeks and cares for lost sheep.

Sergio

Kenya

Mozambique

Ethiopia
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When Brehane was four months pregnant, her world seemed to 
end. Her husband had just been sent to jail, and she discovered 
that both she and her five-year-old son were infected with HIV. 
Feeling trapped, Brehane considered abortion and suicide. 
Thankfully, her deep love for her son gave her hope and 
helped her fit the pieces of her life back together. Even with 
this newfound determination, though, finances were a constant 
challenge and made it difficult to afford groceries. After the 
birth of her beautiful baby daughter, Hiwot, Brehane was so 
weak that she struggled to breastfeed.

By God’s grace, Brehane was referred to the ACT Project in 
Suki. This was a turning point for Brehane and her children. 
She regained her health, plus was able to feed her children, 
send her son to school, and secure medical care for her family. 
Brehane is now part of a support group and soaks in the 
encouragement of the Christians in her life who pray for her 
and try to show her the love of Christ.

Brehane

North Africa and the Middle East
It is an understatement to say that this part of the world is in the middle 
of upheaval. The human suffering is unfathomable and heartbreaking.  
As Christians, we must respond at a human level, helping to alleviate 
the hardship. The desperate situation there has resulted in an 
openness to the gospel in ways we’ve never seen. As a  
church, our involvement ranges from sponsoring  
ministries involved in media activities (satellite  
television, for example), to ministries reaching 
out to the refugees, to missionaries involved  
in discipleship, theological training, and 
church planting.

Egypt
Jordan

United Arab
Emirates

SyriaLebanonTunisia
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LEBANON
Number of People Groups: 25
People Groups Unreached: 7 (28%)
Total Population: 4,491,000
Unreached Population: 601,000 (13.4%)
% Professing Christian: 32.3%
% Evangelical: 0.59 %
Largest Religion: Islam (57.2%)
Official Language: Arabic

Abel and Noreen were a Syrian husband and wife torn apart by war. Unable 
to endure the constant battles running in their city, Noreen and Abel’s mother 
fled to Lebanon while Abel stayed on to fight for the Free Syrian Army. He 
was arrested, throwing Noreen and Abel’s family into a state of panic. Abel’s 
mother eventually traveled to Syria to find him. During all this time, Heart for 
Lebanon, a local ministry, had been nurturing the family.

After a lengthy search for Abel in Syria, Abel’s mother was able to pay money 
for his release. When they returned safely to Lebanon, she cried for joy 
because the prayers she had asked for were answered. Impressed by the 
power of prayer, Abel revealed that even while he was still fighting, he was 
moved by the fact that Christians were helping his family in Lebanon. Noreen 
had even had a dream about Jesus. Convinced there is no other way, Abel 
accepted Jesus into his life and began reading the Bible he had received to 
learn more about this newfound faith.

Today, Abel shares his faith boldly. He’s known as a leader in his tribe and 
community and wants to see his children grow up as followers of Jesus.

Abel



Knoxville and 
Surrounding Areas
The Home Mission group supports approximately 50 local and regional ministries. 
The goal is to extend God’s Kingdom throughout Knoxville and the surrounding area. 
Three teams support what is done in home mission: compassion, local outreach/
campus ministries, and refugee. 

The Compassion team is committed to the ministry of compassion and mercy while 
striving to let God’s light shine throughout our community. Areas of focus include: 
AIDS, Appalachia, benevolence, and disaster relief as well as homeless, inner city, 
and prison ministries.

The Local Outreach/Campus Ministries team partners with organizations, including 
campus ministries, through prayer, financial means, and volunteer support. 

The Refugee team seeks to represent Christ to refugees by building friendships 
and mentoring relationships; providing guidance and encouragement toward self-
sufficiency; and exposing them to the love of God through our service. Each year 
over 250 refugees are resettled in Knoxville. 
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Thousands of miles from home and pursuing different degrees at the University of 
Tennessee, international students Kay and Sheng couldn’t have been more different. Kay 
had accepted Christ after hearing God’s voice say, “Come here, Kay.” She was then amazed 
to discover that, back home in China, her own mother had also become a believer. Kay grew 
and thrived in her faith, becoming a full-time staff member of Bridges International, a  
campus ministry.

Sheng began attending Bible study to make friends and practice his English, but his interest 
in Christ ended there. In fact, when Kay and Sheng began dating, he tried to dissuade Kay 
from her faith and pored over many religious texts, trying to prove her wrong. After a year 
of searching, though, Sheng could not resist the call of truth. He and Kay were baptized 
together in front of 75 students.

After they married, Kay and Sheng decided to follow their calling to Alaska in order to share 
their faith with students there. They hope that one day they will be fully equipped to return 
to China and shine God’s love in their home country.

Kay and Sheng
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Index of Home Mission
A Hand Up for Women   
Athletes in Action   
Becoming Like Christ (BLC)
Bethany Christian Services   
Bridges International    
Campus Renewal Ministries, UT Knoxville (CHOP)
Child Evangelism Fellowship   
Choices Resource Center   
Christian Leadership Concepts (CLC)   
Compassion Coalition   
Core Leadership
Cru
CSPC Adoption Ministry
CSPC Special Needs Ministry
Echo Resources
ESL at Cedar Springs   
Family Promise Knoxville
Fellowship of Christian Athletes  
     (Greater Knoxville/ East TN & UT) 
FISH
FOCUS Group Prison Ministry   
Free Medical Clinic of America   
Global Golf   
Habitat for Humanity   
Hope Center Covenant Health
Hope Resource Center
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (Graduate/Faculty Ministries at UT)   
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (Undergrad Ministries  
     Knoxville & Nashville)
INVEST (Immigrants Needing Vocational Education Support to Thrive)
Joni and Friends 
Kentucky Mountain Mission and Youth Haven Bible Camp  

Knoxville Internationals Network (KIN)
Knox Area Rescue Ministries (KARM)   
Knox County Community Action Committee (CAC)
Knoxville Christian Arts Ministry (KnoxCAM)
Knoxville Inner City Kids Outreach (KICKO)   
Knoxville Leadership Foundation (KLF) 
Lonsdale Elementary School   
Love Kitchen   
Mission of Hope
Navigators International Ministry at UT Knoxville   
Collegiate Navigators at UT Knoxville   
Philadelphians Prison Ministry   
Reformed University Fellowship (RUF)   
Safe Families for Children   
Samaritan Ministry   
The Cross - Greek Christian Ministry at UT
The Restoration House   
Thrive Lonsdale 
Volunteer Ministry Center
Wears Valley Ranch   
YOKE
Young Life (Anderson, Loudon & Knox  
     Counties, TN and Birmingham, AL.)

25
For detailed ministry information, please go to www.cspc.net/globalpartners.

CSPC members have been volunteering in the Lonsdale community since 2003, when a decision 
was made by the Global Mission Group to adopt this area of Knoxville for outreach and service.  
Adoption is a big word, and the impact of adopting a community is even bigger. Adoption of 
Lonsdale means that we are making ourselves available to come alongside this community to offer 
our support, our love, our financial assistance, and whatever else is needed to enable the residents, 
churches, ministries, and schools to succeed and to share the gospel through outreach and prayer. 
CSPC volunteers are involved at Thrive Lonsdale, Lonsdale Elementary School, and other groups 
throughout the community.

Lonsdale
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Index of    oreign Mission
PEOPLE 
Isik Abla
Harun Abraham
Raju Abraham
Sybil Baloyi
Atheer Barash
Ron and Amy Barber
Carroll Coakley
George and Kathy Cail
Todd and Leila Carlson
Paul and Karan Davis
Mark and Annemarie Dye
Michael and Kim Essenburg
Leoma Gilley
Bill and Grace Harding
Bruce and Laura Harris
Tom Henry
Steve and Eloise Hoke
Jill Howard
Kevin and Leilani Humble
Joseph and Mandi Inger
Judith Jacobson
Darlene Johnson
Michael and Diana Johnson
Tom Keefer
Tim and Barbie Kusserow
Bobby and Teresa LaDage
John and Kathy Lesondak
Jim and Barbara McNamee
Josh and Jenny Manley
Heath and Angela Many
Tom and Juanita Matthews
Pete and Ruth Mitchell
Lucky and Sonnet Mnisi
Paul and Dori Pittman
Joe and Cindy Platillero
Chris & Donna Roberts

Carlos and Sandy Rios
Mostafa and Mona Sharkawy
Elizabeth Smith
Manuel and Annabella Valverde
Vitaly and Oksana Voinov
Andy and Bev Warren
Kenton Wood
Eric and Beth Yodis
Jonathan and Fozia Young
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Creative Access Countries
Andy & Brooke
Frank & Sheree
Harvey & Linda
Hugo & Jackie
Jeff & Ellen
John & Carlene
Ken
Lewis & Elsbeth
Margaret
Mack
Mark & Mary
Martyn & Elissa
Mike & Stephanie
Morgan
Nisin
Phil
Steve & Sarah
Ryan & Glenda

ORGANIZATIONS
Al Massira
Annoor Sanatorium
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
Bible Society of Egypt
City to City
Cru (France/Algeria)
Development Associates International
FOCUS 
Garbage City Alliance
Global Media Outreach
Gospel Wave Media
Heart for Lebanon
Homes of Love
Key Media
Kasr el Dobara Presbyterian Church
Mekong Ministries
NAMS Network
PALM 
Reformed Bible Seminary Myanmar
Thornston Educational Fund
Volta a Biblia
Willie Crew World Mission Centre
World Gospel Mission 
World Horizons
World Relief
Worldwide Discipleship Association
Wycliffe Associates (India, Kenya, Nepal)
Wycliffe Bible Translators (China)
Young Life (Africa, Europe) 
 
 
 
 
 
For detailed information about these 
partners and their prayer requests, please 
visit www.cspc.net/globalpartners.

CHURCH PLANTS
Athens – Alex & Tim
Basel – Leo
Berlin – Fridtjof
Boston – Logan & Melissa
Brooklyn – Matt
Jakarta – Tezar
Johannesburg – Tobie
Knoxville – Scott
Lima – Julio
Manchester – Ralph
Paris – Edward
Rome – Leonardo
Santiago – Juan Pablo

After this I looked, and behold, a great 
multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and 
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 
palm branches in their hands...
Revelation 7:9



The faces of mission come in every age, shape, and color.   
But God created man in His own image. He deeply desires 
our hearts and minds to be like His. 

How might God be calling you into a deeper relationship 
with Him? Is He beckoning you to step out locally or 
even globally? Seek Him and pray about how you can be 
involved in His amazing Kingdom work. 

Knoxville, Tennessee  –  www.cspc.net


